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Foreword

The Edo-Tokyo Museum presents the history of the city of Edo-
Tokyo, the economic and cultural capital of Japan for the last
four-hundred years. This museum was founded for the purpose
of transmitting the history of the city to following generations,
and for providing a source of inspiration for new research.

Exhibits seen by visitors represent only one facet of the museum’
s many enterprises. Collection of historical materials and research
are two other important activities that have been awarded high
priority from the first planning stages. Research, for example,
played an important part in the construction of the permanent
exhibits, which required the cooperation of over one hundred
researchers from various disciplines.

Research, however, must be more than simply a preliminary
stage to exhibit construction. The museum’s curatorial staff
constantly engages in a wide variety of research in order to
endow our knowledge of Edo-Tokyo with depth and breadth. In
addition, to provide an even broader perspective, a research
division staffed by recognized specialists from various areas was
established at the Edo-Tokyo Museum in 1994.

Research by members of the museum’s research division and by
the curatorial staff is published in the Jouwrnal of Edo-Tokyo
Studies, of which this is the first volume. With this journal the
Museum hopes to contribute even further to the growth Edo-
Tokyo studies. In the future, a compendium of Edo-Tokyo
studies may perhaps be published as well.

I sincerely hope that readers of the present volume will find it of
use, and that they will share with us their comments and critique.

Kodama Koéta, director
Edo-Tokyo Museum





